This seminar will examine various religious perspectives on the meaning and value of the natural world and the relationship of human beings to nature. The focus will be on environmental ethics in comparative perspective. We will look at all the major religious traditions, plus such contemporary movements as ecofeminism and deep ecology, to see what conceptual resources they can offer to a contemporary understanding of a healthy relationship with the natural world.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
1. Participation (a of grade). The seminar format requires regular attendance, completion of reading assignments, and active participation in discussion by all members. Necessary absences must be cleared in advance with the instructor; unexcused absences will result in a grade penalty.
2. Written / oral reports (a): Two 3-5 page critical responses to specific readings, with short oral presentations in seminar: weeks 3-12. The oral portion will count ¼ of the grade. Papers, which must follow the Paper Format Guide, will be due the Friday following Tuesday oral presentations and Monday following Thursday presentations.
Research paper (a):
A 10-15 page paper (plus bibliography) on any relevant topic, using at least two additional books or articles beyond course readings. Follow the Paper Format Guide on the course website. The topic and preliminary bibliography must be discussed with me by Thursday, November 18. The paper will be due Thursday, December 16. 
